
Lanchester EP Primary School

Sustainability and the Global Goals



Sustainability at Lanchester EP

• Since receiving ‘Sustainability’ training in January 
2016 with Richard Hurst, we have…

1) Set up an action plan

2) Undertaken regular Staff Training sessions to 
feedback and develop ideas for the project

3) Started to teach ‘sustainability’ issues and embed 
good practice within our day-to-day teaching

4) Promoted a whole school ethos of sustainability 
and increased awareness amongst our children

5) Engaged in regular evaluations and have reflected 
on our ‘sustainability’ teaching and learning as a 
staff



Sustainability at Lanchester EP

• We began by focusing on… 

Global Goal 15: Life on Land



Sustainability at Lanchester EP

• We launched this in a whole school 
assembly where we informed the 
children about our ‘sustainability’ 
project and Global Goal 15.

• Children particularly enjoyed being 
shown the ‘Global Wombat’ video as a 
starting point for our work!

http://www.global-mindshift.org/memes/wombat.swf


Sustainability at Lanchester EP

• Children from Nursery (aged 3) up to 
Year 6 (aged 11) then enjoyed taking 
part in a range of learning activities to 
promote Global Goal 15 and to 
consolidate their understanding of 
sustainability.

• These activities took place over a period 
of time.

• We will now show you examples of some 
of this work…



Foundation Stage (Nursery/Reception)

• Our youngest children have daily opportunities to 
access our woodland area to take part in lots of 
activities based around looking after our environment.



Foundation Stage (Nursery/Reception)

• The children love these activities and develop a vital 
understanding of showing respect and care for our 
woodland environment.

We feel that 
embedding an 

understanding of 
sustainability at 
an early age will 

have greater 
impact in later 

life for our 
children!



Year 1

• Year 1 work has been centred around 
looking at our own school grounds.

• Firstly, the children went on ‘nature 
walks’ to spot wildlife within our 
grounds…



Year 1



Year 1

• The children have created their own 
‘mouse houses’ and ‘hedgehog hotels’ 
using materials from our woodland area 
to protect these creatures.

• They continue to maintain these 
creations today…



Year 1

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHmYD86InQAhVHPBoKHUaeCQ4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.totsntykes.co.uk%2Fforest-school-building-habitats%2F&bvm=bv.137132246,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNH1PKmFy3ZNDobvW1h2R80O3xVkuQ&ust=1478167406558061


Year 1

• The children have also made butterfly 
feeders to encourage these insects into 
our school grounds…



Year 2

• Year 2 focused on endangered species 
around the world and within our local 
environment.

• They researched endangered species 
online and then created posters to 
inform and encourage people to save 
these species…



Year 2



Year 2

• The children investigated endangered 
wildlife in our own school grounds.

• Our groundsman advised us which plants 
to buy to attract more bees!



Year 2



Year 3 and 4

• Our mixed Year 3&4 classes focused on 
charities which help to protect our 
planet, such as the WWF.

• They made posters to advertise the 
work the WWF does to protect 
wildlife…



Year 3 and 4



Year 3 and 4

• As a result of this work, some of our 
children now sponsor endangered 
animals such as leopards by donating to 
the WWF charity!

This shows the 
impact that our 

sustainability work 
has had on our 

children!



Year 3 and 4

• Our children (who love Minecraft!!!) 
used the iPads to create their own 
‘sustainable habitat’ using the Minecraft
Education app…



Year 3 and 4



Year 5

• Year 5 sustainability work has centred 
around renewable energy.

• After researching different sources of 
renewable energy, the children worked 
in small groups to decide which energy 
source would be best for an imaginary 
island…



Year 5



Year 5



Year 5

• Children have also created ‘mindmaps’ to 
show their understanding of renewable 
energy…



Year 6

• Our oldest children in Y6 have produced 
work based around the issue of pollution 
– both globally and locally.

• They started by looking at different 
types of pollution and sorting 
statements into the different types…



Year 6



Year 6



Year 6

• The children then researched and 
identified heavily polluted areas around 
the world, using their geographical skills 
to locate and label these areas on a 
world map…



Year 6



Year 6

• Year 6 then discussed what makes a 
healthy place and what they would like 
our world to look like…



Ongoing and future work

• As well as the work we have outlined 
(much of which is still ongoing) we have 
also incorporated other projects to help 
further develop the children’s 
understanding of sustainability….



Ongoing and future work

• For example, working in partnership 
with the River Wear Trust, on a monthly 
basis the children take a sample from 
our local river to examine the 
cleanliness of the water.

• This ongoing project allows the children 
to monitor the water quality themselves 
as well as learning about river habitats 
and the pressures they face…



Ongoing and future work



Ongoing and future work

• Another ongoing project we have in 
place to support our sustainability work 
is our own ‘school garden’.

• Children grow a range of organic 
vegetables which they then sell to the 
community…



Ongoing and future work



Ongoing and future work

• We have already started working with the 
children on Global Goal 3: Good health and 
well-being.

• For example, since September our School 
Council have already set up a new Healthy 
Tuck Shop after receiving training from a 
company called ‘Fruit to Suit’.

• Our School Councillors sell these healthy 
snacks, such as spicy noodles and unsalted 
popcorn, every day on the yard during break 
times. It is extremely popular!



Ongoing and future work



Ongoing and future work

• As well as this, we have made additional links 
with sporting organisations and clubs to 
further promote ‘health and well-being’.

• We now have strong links with Sunderland 
Football Club, as well as smaller local clubs 
such as Consett Steelers Netball Club and 
Durham Wildcats Basketball Club.

• We are a very ‘sporty’ school and offer a wide 
range of healthy activities to all of our 
children, across all age groups…



Ongoing and future work



Ongoing and future work

• We hope that our work around this 
Global Goal will be just as successful as 
our work on Global Goal 15.



To summarise…

• We feel that this work has led to the 
children deepening their understanding 
of sustainability and questioning their 
roles in looking after our environment.

• By making the learning activities 
engaging and fun, as a staff we feel 
that ‘sustainability’ is now firmly 
embedded in the daily life of our school.


